DE 01-096

I N THE MATTER OF THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE
ELECTRI CI TY CONSUMPTI ON TAX

Granite State Electric Conpany
ORDER | MPLEMENTI NG CONSUMPTI ON TAX,

SUSPENDI NG TARI FF PAGES AND
ORDER OF NOTI CE OF TEMPORARY RATE HEARI NG

ORDER NO 23,694

April 30, 2001

Pursuant to Laws 1997, Chapter 347:6, IIl, the
El ectricity Consunption Tax (RSA 83-E) shall take effect 30
days after the New Hanpshire Public Utilities Conm ssion
(Comm ssion) certifies to the Comm ssioner of Revenue
Adm nistration that it has begun inplenenting its statew de
electric utility industry restructuring plan. The Conm ssi on
duly made this certification on March 30, 2001. On April 9,
2001, the Comm ssion, through its Executive Director, issued a
letter requiring that each electric utility file tariff pages
to effectuate the changes to the Consunption Tax. In
response, on April 17, 2001, Granite State Electric Conpany
(GSEC) filed with the Comm ssion tariff pages inmplenenting the
Consunption Tax and elimnating the franchise tax fromits

rates.
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GSEC s filing consists of the followng tariff
pages: Second Revi sed page 3, Second Revised Page 34, N nth
Revi sed Page 84, and Sixth Revised Page 85. 1In its cover
| etter acconpanying its filing, GSEC suggests that “the
Conmi ssi on consi der a generic docket to address other issues
associated with the inplenentation of the consunption tax and
simul taneous elimnation of the franchise tax.” The Conpany
further states that “These issues may include revenue inpacts
associated with the |loss of the Franchise Tax credit agai nst
the utility' s Business Profits Tax liability, collection of
the tax from custonmers who generate sonme or all of the
electricity they consunme and the collection of the tax by non-
utilities.”

The filing raises, inter alia, issues related to:

the initiation of the consunption tax; the term nation of the
franchise tax (RSA 83-C); the effect, if any, the term nation
of the franchise tax may have upon GSEC s liability pursuant
to the Business Profits Tax (RSA 77-A); the effective dates
for inmplenenting each of these changes and the rate effects
resulting therefrom and whether rates, including the

i npl ementation of the electric consunption tax as ordered

bel ow, be fixed as tenporary rates pursuant to RSA 378: 27

until these matters may be resol ved.
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Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED, that effective May 1, 2001, pursuant to the
provi sions of RSA 83-E:2 and RSA 83-E: 3, an electric
consunption tax of $.00055 per kWh is ordered to be collected
and remtted to the state by GSEC, and it is hereby

FURTHER ORDERED, that GSEC s tariff page Second
Revi sed Page 34, is hereby approved. All other tariff pages
and schedules filed by GSEC on April 17 are suspended until
further order of the Comm ssion; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that a hearing on Tenporary Rates,
pursuant to RSA 378:27, be held before the Conm ssion | ocated
at 8 A d Suncook Road, Concord, New Hanpshire on Friday, May
11, 2001 at 10:00 a.m, at which each party will provide a
prelimnary statenent of its position with regard to their
filing and any of the issues set forth above shall be
considered; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Tenporary Rate Heari ng
wi Il be recorded by stenographic record pursuant to N. H.
Adm n. Rule Puc 203.05(d); and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant to N.H Adm n. Rules
Puc 203.01, GSEC shall notify all persons desiring to be heard
at this hearing by publishing a copy of this Order of Notice

no | ater than Friday, May 4, 2001, in a newspaper wth
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statewi de circulation or of general circulation in those
portions of the state in which operations are conducted,
publication to be docunented by affidavit filed with the
Comm ssi on on or before Friday, May 11, 2001; and it is
FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant to N.H. Adm n. Rules
Puc 203.02, any party seeking to intervene in the proceeding
shall submt to the Comm ssion an original and ei ght copies of
a Petition to Intervene with copies sent to GSEC and the
O fice of the Consuner Advocate on or before Wednesday, May 9,
2001, such Petition stating the facts denonstrating howits
rights, duties, privileges, imunities or other substanti al
interests may be affected by the proceeding, as required by
N. H. Adm n. Rule Puc 203.02 and RSA 541-A:32,1(b); and it is
FURTHER ORDERED, that any party objecting to a
Petition to Intervene nake said Objection on or before Friday,

May 11, 2001.
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By order of the Public Utilities Conm ssion of New

Hanmpshire this thirtieth day of April, 2001.

Bauglas L. Patch Susan S. Ceiger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Thomas B. Getz
Executive Director and Secretary

Any i ndividual s needi ng assi stance or auxiliary communication aids
due to sensory inpairment or other disability, should contact the American
with Disabilities Act Coordinator, NHPUC, 8 A d Suncook Road, Concord, New
Hanpshire 03301-7319; 603-271-2431; TDD Access: Relay N H 1-800-735-2964.
Preferably, notification of the need for assistance should be made one week
bef ore the schedul ed event.



